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| Bad Boys' in the 'juﬁenile Court

“So the boys took their seats as ordered

by Judge Schoen, and

‘dyd of Chief

Probation Officer Gascoyne gave careful attention to the story as it was @ ide. on the screen
and impressed the lesson that ‘A Boy’s Best Friend Is His Mother.’”

WOMAN, gray haired and motherly
A plump, threw her arms around the

shoulders of her wayward son who
had come home a hunted thief, tore from
her throat and fingers jewels to make res-
titution for what he had stolen, and gave
her son a new start in life.

One hundred boys witnessed this great
racrifice. Some of these hoys liked to be
known as “hard guys."” All of them had
faced a police court judge for youthful
escapades In crime or other misdemean-
ors. But that aged mother's willingness
1o sell everything she had for her son's
“welfare gave thcse boys a new angle on
life—something they had never thought of
before.

For many it was the first time a mother's
love had been brought home in a way
they could understand. And all showed
effects of the lesson. Every one of; those
young lawbreakers who siWw ' that scene
made up his mind to “go straight™ in the
future. St o

This is how it happened. Bdward
Hchoen, judge of the Juvenile and Domes-
tic Relations Court at Newark, N.J., had
an inspiration and resolved’ 6 try out an
experiment he had been considéring for
some time. _

In his career on the bench the stumbling
confessions of wrong doingd from youthful
lips had been a weekly occurrence. And

his knowledge of devious ‘'methods by
which most young offendef§ commenced

a career of crime was increased by his .

former services as prosecuting attorney
for Essex County before he'seas plevated
to the bench. Fy :

If experience is entlu* considera-
tion, the reasons, given by &' Bchoen,
why young boys eventually become old
crooks cannot lightly be put sside. Here,
ip brref, are his ideas:

“Children are no better tham the homes
they come from,” and

“The home is what the mother makes it.”

That I8 why a few dayg ago, when the
t{ime for his:experiment came to hand,
that the judge sent for Chief Probation
Ofticer John . Gascoyne to ask him for a
list of all the wayward boys in his care.
Then the judge s2lected a hundred names

., and ordered that these boys be brought
before nim In the court on the following
morning.

Next day the boys trailed in—a hetero-
genious greup of youthful delinquents
comprising nearly every nationality In
Newark. They faced the judge with the
jdea that some drastic punishment was to
be measured out to them. Then Judge
Schoen pronounced this strange sentence:

“Boys, 1 am golng to give you an oppor-
tunity to see for yourselves why you
should be good. Many of you here are
capable of much more good than even you
yourselves imagine. It is the decision of
the court that each one of you be sen-
tenced to go to the movies.

“You will see a picture of a mothoer
and will learn from It bow far a mother

will go to protect her sonm or daughter
from punishment for their own sins. Boys,
your mothers are suffering every time you
step from the straight path, and suffer
only as a mother can suffer for her chil-
dren. None of you realize—you would
not be here to-day if you did—how much
pain you are giving your mothers when
you are bad, sinful or wayward.

“S8ome of you have absolutely no respect
for your parents. You vell down every at-
tempt your mother makes to advise you.
You call her a ‘back number.” You say
that she does not know anvthing. T am
looking at some boys here who I know
have even stryck , their mothers. Boys,
listen to me. Even though your mother
may be unable to talk English as well as
vou, even though she may be poor or old,
she loves you better than anyone else in
the world. BShe is the real sufferer when-
ever You break the law. She is your best
friend.”

“Imagine being sent to the movies,
be taken to one of the best picture shows
in town,” “and the judge thought he was
punishing us,” “gee, that was rich.” These
were some of the thoughts that raced
through the boys' mjnds as they left the
County Court house at Market and Spring-
field streets. They had been ordered to
report to Mr. Gakcoyne and to be escorted
by his assistants to see the picture.

“That judge is a nut,” one of them was
heard to say.

“Aln’t it rich to strike something as easy
a8 this?"’ uttered another.

But a few hours later they sat in the
front seats in a darkened house and a
plotare was flashed on the screen. The

to

‘boys saw the story of a mother’s heart

torn by the waywardness of her own chil-
dren. One son brought home to her a flap-
per wife and an ambitious motherin-law
who was spending his money with a care-
less hand, while the boy was struggling
upward to win his place as a lawyer and
public official. This discontented wife
squandered every cent until the son, un-
known to his wife, turned to his own
mother to get the money to pay his bills.

And then, when success as a lawyer
reomed to be coming his way, her other
son confessed that he had stolen from his
employer's cash box and was about to
feel the hand of the law on his shoulders.
Then the mother gave up her jewels to
save her son from jall and was turned
upon by her daughter-iin-law for squan-
dering her own money.

Ae the picture unfolded the plot, the’

probation officers who sat with the de-
linquent children noticed a change In their
demeanor. From gleefulness their youth-
ful charges’ thoughts seemed to change to
sorrow and when it was all over the boys
trooped out /and were taken to thelr
homes, But on that homeward journey
tlley did not chatter sc freely as they had
when they started for the theatre. The
lesson was sinking in.

The following day many of the boys,

contrite and effusive in their promises to
repair the wrongs they had committed,
came to see Mr. Gascoyne and Judge
Schoen, to thank them for opening their
eyes, as they said, to many things they
had never before given a thought to.

When seen by a representative of this
newspaper and asked the results! of his
experiment and reason why he had chosen
fuch an unusual me hod to reach the hoys’
bearts, Judge Schoen sald:

“With the exception of a few isolated
cases, careers ol crime begin at an early
age. There are several reasons for its
start. Bad companions and a dangerous
environment. qmom. girls we notice a
yearning for finery, for riches, for ease,
and sometimes the desire to give their
youthful emotions free vent. In all cases
I noticed what we call lack of moral fibre.
And this must be instilled into their minds

Af they are to give up their waywardness.

The home is the place to cultivate a
f,00d moral character, and in homes where
it is lacking we usually find our young
criminals. It is obvious the bhasic cause
of most youthful delinquency is the lack
of parental respect, which always culmi-
nates in a decadence of morals, and crime
is the next step.”

Delighted with the seeming success of
his experiment w%ﬁt_he boys, Judge

Schoen decided to try It on an ¥smether

different class—a class not criminal, put
a class very troublesome to society—dis-
satisfled husbands and wives. The day
after the boys showed him that his’ first
expertment was happily successful, he
picked at random ten discontented couples
who appeared before him in the Domestic
Relations Court to have their marital af-
fairs straightened out. The marriage
question in the picturs Judge SBchoen was
using as a lecture plays a part as graphic
as the boy and mother gituation!

As each couple appeared before him,
the judge, after listening to their troubles,
gave this friendly advice:

“Now, before you go any further with
this, allow me to suggest a way of settling
differences which I know, after hearing
your story, are rather Imaginary. There's
a picture playing In town In which a sit-
uation Is created which, while not exactly
parallel to yours, contains many of its ele-
ments. I'm going to give you free passes
to the theatre where the picture I have
mentioned is playing and ask, yes, plead
that you go to see jt. I think after you
have witneased the picture and digested
its story you will be in a different frame
of mind than you are now.

“The spirit of solemnity that marri
should be entered Into Is never em:l‘d.
erfed; you wish to give up when your home
life becomes distasteful. You forget that
when you were made man and wife that
vou assumed a sacred gbligation that can-
not be dissolved for your own selfish par
roses. You make no sacrifices for your
children, or children to come. When die
sention m.tbq are forgotten. De
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A
Group
of
Young
Delinquents

Lectured by Judge Schoen and

Then Ordered to See an Uplifting

Film Drama Which Teaches the

Wholesome Lesson That Boys Will

Keep Qut of Jail If They

~ Confide Their

Troubles and

Temptations to Their Mothers

]

Brought Before Judge Schoen

in His Juvenile Couirt in
Newark.

yYou ever think of your mothers or fathers?
Did they feel 'about things as you do?
Forget your differences for a while and
see the picture as [ advise.”

According to Judge Schoen this experi-
ment proved as successful as the first, not
a single couple returned to continue their
initial attempt at separation.

“Yow must realize,” the Judge sald, in
éxplaining his ideas, “that, for the most'
part, the cases coming before me in both
the Juvenile Court and the Court of Do
mestic Relations involve people, some of
whom are not of high mental calibre. The
spoken or written word does not pene-
trate their minds as it would those of eml-
tured persons. a long time [ have
been pearching around for a proper me-
dium to bring home to this class of de-
linquents the wholesome lessons of life

“Mere admonjtions or lectures do nat
suffice, nor does punishment always check
them in their wavwasd trend. Of course
hke others, | have thought of the movies
and bave bern on the alert for a pleture
that would comvey the proper moral in
such a way af to favorably affect even
the most case-hardened delinquent. The
picture | have wsed In my experiments
with the boys and the dissatisfied couples
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“Contempt follows disrespect, and when
contempt comes, love jumps out of the
window. And then crime. All this the
picture showed in sequence and, besides,
the working of a mother’s heart. To a
certaln extent the father 48 responsible
for the creation of respect, but the mother
'{s more responsible than the man, and
whenever she breaks down the walls of
respect the father has created then she
and she only can be blamed for her chil
dren’s sins.

EAL - ™After the boys had seen the picture

’ ;
carried just the thoughts I considered nec- .
essary to open their eyes to the true state °

of affairs into which they had drifted.

“To people of ocertaln mental types the
moving picture s the best conveyor of
imprgasions. It is a power foy good or for
bad. 1 was favorably lmw‘nd by the
picture I used 'in my experiments and

thought it the very thing to omrry e
¥

-+ Wother and the boys impressed by it will
i MA¥e a change of heart toward thelr
mothers, who, In

needed message to people with whom
deal in my dafly work, _
“In some of the homes of the A
tangied In the law’s mesh there is,
a lack of religious and moral
absolutely no parental respect. ‘THe homa
life does not create it. How can you
expect a boy or a girl having no respect
for their parents to heed their advice, if
there ever be such advice given, and go
the righteous way?

L

" they all came to me and thanked me for

_'#he opportunity to see for themselves

. What it meant for a mother to have a

Mayward son. .

"However, not alf the boys come from
Mmes where the mother reigns in the
light of a queen of love. Some children
arg entirely unresponsible for the things

which they are under .probatiomary
5 &nmm; the mothers are to blame.
the picture throws a halo around the

turn, noticing the
changed attitude of the children will
themselves be impressed and be better
fitted for the respomsibility of their posl
tions. ‘Spare the rod and spoil the child’
is mo longer an applicable axiom. R
should be, ‘Spare the rod and send them
to the movies."”
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